
Castle House,  

New Buckenham, 

Norfolk NR16 2AG 

29.5.18 

 

 

Dear Trevor 

 

Churchyard maintenance. 

 

 The PCC is delighted that the Parish Council has taken over the maintenance of the 

churchyard, and will do anything it can to help. 

 

 There are, though, some things which impinge on both church and churchyard, so 

we have to work together. 

 

 Lead theft.   We are always concerned about this possibility.   A roof alarm can be 

fixed, but its initial and annual costs seem too great for our finances.   We recently met a 

policewoman to discuss other possibilities, and she suggested two things. 

1. Fix “alarm” lights, sensitive to movement by intruders, to shine at the church.   

At present we are thinking of installing three:  one each shining from the church 

walls on the North and East sides, and a third in the existing street lamp holder 

on the South side.   They would impinge a little on the churchyard and its 

maintenance, so we would be glad to hear any comments the PC may have. 

2. Remove the low hanging branches from trees on the East side  -  she reckoned 

they may confuse things and hide thieves.    These are the trees which the Parish 

Council recently attended to.   Can you arrange this?  -  or shall  we tackle it as 

best we can with a long arm? 

 

Damage by lime tree.    Several people have remarked on the way the roots of the 

lime tree near the north east corner of the churchyard are damaging the (listed) church wall.   

There are two obvious ways of dealing with this.    One is to repair, and keep repairing, the 

wall and its foundations, using lintels, pointing, re-building, etc.   This can be done, but 

would be a steady drain on energy, finance, etc.    Alternatively the tree could be felled and 

another less aggressive tree planted further from the wall.   (Two, similar lime trees have 

been felled in the past and, once felled, they seem not to be missed). 

The PCC feels that the tree has been an asset in the past, but no longer.   We feel 

felling would now be better and save money for the PC and its rate-payers, and would 

support the Parish Council if it decided to have the tree down. 

 

Please would you pass on these points to members of the Parish Council. 

 

 Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

     Helen Pearson 

     PCC secretary.  


