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New Buckenham Parish Council 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF New Buckenham Parish Council held on Tuesday  
12

th 
April 2016 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall, Moat Lane 

 
Present: Councillors Karen Hobley (Chair), Andrew Bingham, Don Crossman, Mary Dowson and Nigel 

Redfern 
 
In Attendance: Mrs H A Clutten (Clerk), District Councillor A Joel, Norfolk County Councillor Stephen Askew 
 
Absent  
(without apologies) None 
 
Public: 12    
 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
  
16/53 To consider accepting apologies for absence: 
 

Council RESOLVED to accept apologies from Councillors Chirodian and Felton for reasons known to it. 
 
16/54 To approve the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 8

th
 March 2016: 

 
The draft Minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated.  Council RESOLVED to approve the Minutes 
as a true and accurate record of the meeting held on 8

th
 March 2016.  The Minutes were signed at the end of 

the meeting by the Chair, Karen Hobley. 
 
16/55 To receive reports of matters arising from those Minutes: for update and information only: 
 
 Councillor Joel was asked if any progress had been made regarding Church Farm House which he has been 

following up.  The property is now high on the list of vacant properties in the District but it is not possible to 
discuss some things because the property is privately owned. 

 
16/56 To record Declarations of Interest not covered by the Current Register of Interests: 
 
 None reported. 
.                                 
16/57 To adjourn the meeting to allow public participation including: 
 

(a) Parishioners’ Comments & Questions:   
 
The grass in the cemetery needs cutting – this is due to start. 
 
A footpath sign needs repair – the owner of the land on which it is situated is intending to deal with this. 

 
(b) Parish Councillor Reports: 
 
The Chair read out a letter she had just received from two residents of the village concerning the siting of an 
existing dog bin.  This matter to be discussed next month, meanwhile the Chair will acknowledge receipt of the 
letter.  There may be a problem with this bin as it is actually situated in Old Buckenham.  The letter is to be 
added to the Correspondence Folder this month. 
 

The Council Meeting resumed. 
 

16/58 Planning: 
 

There were two applications to consider, Planning and Listed Building applications for Pickwick House, 
Grange Road.  Councillor Redfern, the owner of the property, left the meetings. 
 
The Parish Council agreed the applications in principle but could not see that there had been any increase in 
the number of parking spaces; the small number of parking spaces had been highlighted in discussions about 
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the earlier applications.  Also, it was agreed that building on top of the existing flint wall may not be suitable in 
appearance considering its location within the curtilage of a listed building.  Clerk to report these comments to 
Breckland Council. 
 
Councillor Redfern returned to the meeting. 
 

16/59 To receive a financial summary report from the Clerk and to authorise the payment of invoice received: 
 
A financial report from the Clerk had been circulated.  Councillor Cross queried the small amount of interest 
on the Business Reward account and it was agreed that he should make enquiries to see if a better rate of 
interest could be obtained at another financial institution. 
 
Council RESOLVED to authorise the following payments: 

Cheque No Item 
    

    Vat £ 
 

  Gross £ 

Cheques drawn 12/04/2016 
      

101821 
 

Mrs H A Clutten expenses plus any additional hours 
less tax for April 2016 

0.00 
 

129.13 

101822 
 

T T Jones Electrical, Streetlights, April/May/June 2016 15.98 
 

95.89 

101823 
 

New Buckenham Village Hall, Hall Hire Jan/Feb/Mar 0.00 
 

36.00 

101824 
 

St Martin's PCC, Closed Churchyard 0.00 
 

672.00 

101825 
 

Broadland Tree Services, Car Park Refurbishment 396.00 
 

2376.00 

101827 

 
Mr & Mrs Elvin, payment for street light 0.00 

 
30.00 

101828 

 
Mrs H A Clutten, refund of grave rights 0.00 

 
60.00 

 
Total 

    
£411.98 

 
£3,399.02 

          

 
For information: payments by DDR /SO 

    08.04.2016 Mrs H A Clutten, Basic Pay and Office Allowance less tax 0.00 
 

238.74 

11.04.2016 E-ON Street Lighting  April 2016 Energy 
 

2.92 
 

61.36 
 
 

The Clerk agreed not to send the cheque for the car park work until it was confirmed by one of the Councillors 
that the work had been completed in full. 

 
16/60 To consider continued membership of Norfolk ALC for 2016/17 at a cost of £123.27: 
 

Council RESOLVED to continue membership of Norfolk ALC at a cost of £123.27 for 2016/17; cheque 
number 101829 was drawn and signed for this amount. 

 
16/61 To consider continued members of NPFA for 2016/17 at a cost of £20: 
 

Council RESOLVED to continue membership of NPFA at a cost of £20.00 for 2016/17; cheque number 
101830 was drawn and signed for this amount. 

 
16/62 To consider the quotation for the purchase of a Parish Council computer: 
 

Some concern at the cost was raised; Councillor Crossman offered to get another quote; the Parish Council 
agreed that he could do this. 
 
Councillors Bingham reported that the Village Hall now had Broadband WI FI and intended to get an overhead 
projector which means that the Parish Council will be able to use its own computer in meetings. 

 
16/63 Street Lighting Project – to consider the literature for a Street Lighting Survey and the arrangements for an 

exhibition: 
 
 There was still no updated leaflet; three Councillors agreed to get together to resolve this matter, Councillors 

Redfern, Crossman and Bingham. 
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 T T Jones had sent some details of costs for changing to LED lights and/or removing some lights completely.  
The company has also given some details of locations where their LED lights can be viewed; these include 
Cringleford and it is willing to come to a Parish Council meeting to discuss new lights, possibly in June. 

 
16/64 To receive a report from the last SNAP meeting: 
  

Councillor Redfern reported that Inspector Walmsley had attended the recent meeting and that he had raised 
several village issues: the speeding on Chapel Street and the parking on King’s Street.  Councillor Bingham 
reported that the speeding on King’s Street was just as bad as on Chapel Street. 
 
The 20MPH limit in Chapel Street may not be enforceable but it may be possible to leave a marked Police Car 
there from time to time to deter speeding cars. 
 
If a car is obstructing a footway in King’s Street, ie it is impossible for a single pram or wheelchair to pass, 
then the car number should be reported to Councillor Redfern who can then report the matter to the next 
SNAP meeting; a photograph would also be useful. 

 
16/65 To consider the draft Parish Council Information Leaflet: 
 

There was general agreement to the leaflet with text drafted by Councillor Felton and design work carried out 
by the Clerk.  It was agreed to remove the Clerk’s address from the leaflet and to add, in due course, the new 
website of the Parish Council once this was up and running. 
 
It is hoped that the leaflet can eventually be distributed to every home in the village, given to new residents 
and used at Parish Council Meetings. 

 
16/66 Notice Board - update: 
 
 It was agreed to defer this item to the next Parish Council Meeting. 
 
16/67 To consider the advice and quotation re three trees in the Churchyard: 
 

Council RESOLVED to agree to all the tree works in principle at a total cost of £1480 plus vat subject to the 
Clerk consulting with the PCC which had not yet had the opportunity to discuss the work required and may be 
willing to make a contribution. 

 
16/68 To consider the publication of the Parish Council Minutes in the Parish News: 
 

This was generally considered a good idea but there was some thought that the Minutes should be 
summarised – agreed to discuss this at the next Parish Council Meeting when Councillors’ responsibilities for 
the coming year will be agreed. 
 
The Parish News committee is agreeable to the publishing of Minutes each month and has not requested a 
financial donation from the Parish Council for the additional cost of including the Minutes. 

 
16/69 To receive items of correspondence: 
 
 Request for financial support from Helimedi, the Magpas Air Ambulance 
 Leaflet from HugoFox re Planning Tracker software for Councils 
 CAME and Co, Council Matters Spring 2016 

CPRE, Countryside Voice, Spring 2016 
CPRE, Fieldworker, Spring 2016 
Barclays Bank PLC, letter re change in way of paying interest rate on the Basic Rate Reward Account 
K & M Lighting, letter re buying LED street lights 
North Norfolk District Council, letter re Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessments (HELAAs) 
SLCC, The Clerk, March 2016 
 

 The dog bin letter was added to the Correspondence Folder. 
 
16/70 To receive items for the next agenda: 
 
 Dog Bin Letter 
 Street Lighting Project 
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 Notice Board 
 Parish Council Computer 
 Business Reward Account 
 Play Area Project 
 Housing Needs Survey/Saffron Housing 
 Parish Council Minutes in Parish News 
 
16/71 To confirm the date of the next Parish Council Meeting: 
 

Date of next meeting confirmed as 10
th
 May 2016 at 7.30pm.  

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.10pm. 
 
 
Signed by Karen Hobley, Chair, 10

th
 May 2016 


