
Email to Parish Council Chair regarding Parking in the Market Place and Speeding through the 

village. 

30 October 2018 

“Hi Karen, 

  

I’m sure I’ve emailed the Parish Council about parking on the Market Place before, but I thought I 

should mention it again today as the primary school bus was apparently unable to get out of the 

village. Parking along the west and north sides of the Market Place has got really bad again, with 

people parking on both sides of the road and on the junction with Chapel Street and Church Street. 

Parking on or close to the junction is of course illegal (10m is the closest anyone should be), and 

makes it very difficult to get out of Church Street as the visibility is so poor especially in a small 

vehicle as the parked vehicles completely obstruct the view at the junction – I am sure you are 

familiar with this problem too. This is not helped by the fact that Chapel Street is so often used as a 

cut-through by drivers wanting to beat slower traffic on King Street – we have had a couple of ‘near 

misses’ there recently because of the poor visibility and because drivers on Chapel Street are 

travelling too fast.  

  

The parking all the way along the west side of the Market Place is so erratic that yesterday it was 

almost impossible to get a car along this stretch of road, as vehicles are parked on both sides of this 

road. There are always cars parked on the junction with Chapel Street too, which makes it really 

hard if you want to go straight on from Church Street onto the Market Place towards the King’s 

Head. I am pretty certain that St Mary’s would not have been accessible to an ambulance or fire 

engine if needed yesterday, and if the school bus couldn’t get through there this morning, I doubt if 

a fire engine could have done either. I have reported this problem to Breckland as I was told by 

Highways at Norfolk CC that they are responsible for parking. NCC also advised that the police should 

be informed if roads are impassable to emergency vehicles – this seems to frequently be the case on 

the Market Place at the moment. This problem was exacerbated yesterday by the builder working on 

Rose Cottage completely blocking Rosemary Lane (which I use to avoid the Church Street/Chapel 

Street junction) with his lorry for the whole day! I did stop to try to ask him to move it, but luckily for 

him, I couldn’t find him!! 

  

We also continue to have a problem with speeding cars on Church Street, which worries me a lot 

now that the evenings are getting darker. I know Stevie has mentioned this to hall users, but I do 

wonder if there’s any way we could persuade Highways to allow us to have a repeater 20 sign or two 

on Church Street – I know they don’t like to do this, but it seems as though it really is necessary with 

all the traffic that the village hall generates. Getting the children in and out of the car before and 

after school on Church Street is really stressful especially if it coincides with the beginning or end of 

a hall booking as a lot of drivers seem not to realise that the speed limit is 20mph (I regularly drop 

and collect extras in addition to our two children, so we have to use the doors on both sides of the 

car).  



  

Sorry to complain to you about this again, but I am really concerned that there could be a serious 

accident or that an emergency vehicle could not access properties in the village if these issues are 

not addressed. I haven’t contacted the police about the parking issues as this seems a bit extreme, 

but I also don’t know the owners of the vehicles parked on the junction or double-parked on the 

Market Place to suggest they might choose more sensible places to park. Aside from contacting 

Breckland I don’t know what else I can do – I will let you know if I hear anything back from 

Breckland. 

  

Thanks, 

  

Alice Cattermole” 


