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NEW BUCKENHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of New Buckenham Parish Council at the Village Hall, Moat 
Lane, New Buckenham on Tuesday 7.30 -9.48pm 

Present: Cllrs Karen Hobley (Chair), Andrew Bingham (Vice Chair), Bella Chirodian, 
Don Crossman, Mary Dowson 
Also in attendance: District Councillor Adrian Joel, Trevor Wenman (Clerk), 11 

members of the public 

 

1819/106 Apologies – Apologies for absence were received and accepted from 

Cllrs Steve Highton and Mary Manning 

1819/107 Minutes: Resolved: That minutes of the Council Meeting held on 8th 

January 2019 be confirmed as a correct record 

1819/108 Matters Arising: There were none. 

1819/109 Declarations of Interest: There were none 

1819/106 Public Participation 

Resolved: To adjourn the meeting to allow public participation as follows 

a. Parishioners’ Comments & Questions  

i. Parking opposite St Mary’s. This was considered later in the 

agenda 

ii. Outsourcing of planning function to Capita. Concern was 

expressed at this arrangement, which it was felt was 

detrimental, as it meant officers making decisions with no 

knowledge of the area. Cllr Joel pointed out that this had 

happened some years ago and the arrangement was working 

satisfactorily from the perspective of Breckland Council 

b.  District Councillor Report 

i. Cllr Joel reported on a £4.95 increase in the District Band D 

Council tax to £88.83 per year. 

ii. Reference was also made to the Breckworld tourism App, which 

was now available for download.  

c.  Parish Councillor Reports: 

i. The Council noted with sadness that Brian Knappett, a long term 

resident and allotment holder had passed away.  

ii. Cllr Bingham raised the issue of motorcycles speeding through 

the village, given that “Two Wheel Tuesday” in Old Buckenham 

was likely to recommence soon. It was suggested that further 

representations be made to the Police, via SNAP meetings and 

by writing again to the police and crime commissioner 
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The meeting resumed. 

 

1819/107 Financial Matters  

a. Financial Report for January: Councillors received and noted the 

financial report to 31 January 2019  

b. Final Budget and Precept: Councillors noted the final Budget for 

2019/20 as agreed at the last meeting, including the council tax precept 

submitted to Breckland Council  

c. Payments for February  

Resolved: that the note payments for February 2019 set out on the 

attached list be approved/noted as appropriate: 

 

 

 

Payments List February 2019 for approval/noting 

Payments marked with a cheque number for approval at this meeting 

Payments marked DDR or STO are for information only

 Net  VAT

 Gross 

expenditure

10/02/2019

Norfolk Pension fund 117.11 0.00 117.11

January pension contributions 

STO 117.11 0.00 117.11

11/02/2019

EON 21.58 1.08 22.66

street lights electricity January 2019

DDR 21.58 1.08 22.66

12/02/2019

New Buckenham Village Hall 45.00 0.00 45.00

Hall hire October- December 2018 (including NHP meeting on 3/11/18)

102022 45.00 0.00 45.00

V Baker 60.00 0.00 60.00

Closed churchyard gardening January

102021 60.00 0.00 60.00

GH Bullard and Associates LLP 835.20 167.04 1,002.24

Professional Fees for highways consultancy - Neighbourhood Plan

102024 835.20 167.04 1,002.24

Playdale Playgrounds Ltd 924.43 184.89 1,109.32

inv. 34456  Final 50% of original contract for remedial works

102020 715.10 143.02 858.12

inv. 34457 Additional parts for above

102020 209.33 41.87 251.20

28/02/2019

T Wenman 437.46 0.00 437.46

Salary for February 2019 

STO 402.46 0.00 402.46

Clerk's Office Expenses contribution February 2019

STO 35.00 0.00 35.00

Grand Total 2,440.78 353.01 2,793.79
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1819/108 Planning 

The Council considered the following planning applications. In the case of items (a) 

and (c) the applicants were present and asked to speak in support of their 

applications. Members of the public were also allowed to express their views. 

a. The Old Chapel, Chapel Street  3PL/2018/1408/F 

Change of use of premises to dwelling house and first floor extension to the rear 

over the existing ground floor element 

Resolved: That the Council supports this application as amended in the plans dated 

5 February 2019. It was understood that the applicant proposed a further 

amendment which would retain the existing rear door and windows, with 

modifications and restoration, rather than replacing them with a glass sliding door. 

The Parish Council's support was conditional on that change being made, because 

of concerns about overlooking of the neighbouring property to the rear. There were 

also concerns at the increase in parking in the area, owing to no off-street parking 

being available at the property. 

b. Bakehouse Cottage, King Street 3PL/2018/1518/HOU 

3PL/2018/1519/LB 

Demolition Of Existing Covered Porch & Erection Of New Covered Porch 

Resolved: That the Council supports this application in principle, although it was 

noted that work had already commenced. Whilst the replacement structure appears 

to be an improvement on what went before, the Council would wish to be assured 

that the materials used are considered appropriate for a listed building in a 

conservation area. 

c. Lovells, Market Place  3PL/2019/0021/F 

Change of use of shop/residential (mixed use A1/C3) to residential C3 only and 

subdivision of premises to create 2 residential units 

Resolved: 

That the Council support this application. Whilst acknowledging that the previous use 

included a six bedroom dwelling, and that therefore the overall impact of one two 

bedroom and one four bedroom dwelling after conversion is in principle no different, 

the Parish Council would point out that the property has been empty for some time, 

and there will be an impact on on-street parking in the area as this property has no 

usable off-street parking facilities. 

 

 

http://planning.breckland.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=3PL/2018/1408/F&from=planningSearch
http://planning.breckland.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=3PL/2018/1518/HOU&from=planningSearch
http://planning.breckland.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=3PL/2018/1519/LB&from=planningSearch
http://planning.breckland.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=3PL/2019/0021/F&from=planningSearch
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1819/109 Neighbourhood Plan 

Charles Oxley, Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group gave an update 

on progress. Recent discussions had centred on a study of Traffic, parking and 

pavements, which had featured highly in residents lists of concerns during the 

earlier consultations. Concerns highlighted included: 

• Parking blocking access for emergency vehicles, particularly for St Mary’s 

Care Home 

• A perception of speeding vehicles through the village, and excessive noise, 

particularly from lorries. 

 

Further investigations would be carried out including measurements of 

pavements and roads.  

 

1819/110 Parking/Speeding in the Village 

The Council considered representations received from villagers regarding parking 

on the green and speeding on Church Street, noting the problems caused for 

delivery vehicles and refuse collection vehicles. The following measures had 

been discussed in the past (including in the context of the Neighbourhood Plan): 

• Traffic calming – expensive, and of limited use 

• Yellow lines – the County Council had no money for additional parking 

restrictions – the traffic regulation orders (TROs) were costly to implement, 

and were subject to public consultation. Enforcement of such restrictions 

was a District Council responsibility, rather than the police. 

The option of an unenforceable white line to discourage parking, perhaps in the 

road opposite St Mary’s was suggested 

 

1819/111 Amenities  

a. Allotments. The Council considered a request from the tenant of plot 10 

for permission to erect a 7ft/5ft shed for the purposes of potting and 

sheltering from the rain.  

Resolved: That permission be granted for the erection of one shed not 

greater than 7ft/5ft 

b. Play area 

i. Playdale repairs to play equipment following annual inspection. 

These had been completed satisfactorily 

ii. Pressure washing of equipment. The Clerk would ask Breckland 

Tree Services to carry out this work. 
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iii. Signage (dog fouling). No further progress had been made on 

this.  

c. Cricket Pitch. The infestation of moles on the common was noted. It 

was agreed that urgent action was required. The Clerk had had 

difficulty finding a company willing to quote for the work because of the 

potential legal pitfalls of working on open public land. Cllr Chirodian 

agreed to investigate in consultation with the Clerk  

 

1819/112 Parish Council Elections 2 May 2019 

It was noted that all seven council seats were up for election on 2 May, and 

that nominations had to be submitted by 3rd April to Breckland Council. It was 

agreed that Parish Councillors would organise an evening to chat informally 

about the job of a Parish Councillor to encourage interested people to apply.  

1819/113 Projects  

a.  Parish Council Noticeboard. No further progress to report 

b.  Community Car Scheme. Violet Highton reported two new potential 

drivers had come forward.  

1819/114 Next Meeting  It was noted that the next meeting of the Parish Council 

would  take place on Tuesday 12th March 2019 at 7.30pm 

 


