
 

 

 
PARISH OF NEW BUCKENHAM 

 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF New Buckenham held on Tuesday 10th April 2018 

 at 8.15pm in the Village Hall, Moat Lane 
 
Present: Councillors Karen Hobley (Chair), Andrew Bingham, Don Crossman, Mary Dowson, Steve 

Highton, Mary Manning 
In Attendance: Trevor Wenman (Clerk), Adrian Joel (District Councillor), Stephen Askew (Norfolk County 

Councillor) 
 
Public: 6    
 

1. Welcome: 
 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the April 2018 Annual Parish Meeting. 

  
2. To consider accepting apologies for absence: 

 
Apologies had been received from Cllr Bella Chirodian and County Councillor Stephen Askew  

 
3. To approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 11th April 2017 

The draft Minutes of the 2017 Annual Parish Meeting held on 11th April 2017 had been circulated; The 
MEETING RESOLVED to approve the Minutes as true and accurate records 

 
 

4. To receive a Presentation by Ruth Murray on options for an information board for the Parish Council Notice 
Board 
Ruth Murray, a graphic designer gave a presentation of ideas for an information panel about the village to go 
on one of the three sides of the Parish Council noticeboard. It was envisaged that the panel would incorporate 
locally sourced photos, and would be a collaborative project, drawing on information gathered as part of the 
Neighbourhood Plan process. There was some concern as to whether the panel would fade in the light over 
time, but Ms Murray pointed out that the main expense would be the design, and with modern printers a 
replacement panel could be printed at minimal cost. It was also considered important to have locally observed 
directions to places of interest around the village, with information about accessibility and likely time taken to 
get there on foot. Councillors thanked Ms Murray for her presentation and undertook to consider the proposals 
in a working group set up for the purpose. 
 

5. To receive the Chairman’s Report: 
 

The Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr Karen Hobley gave a report on the Parish Council’s activities over the 
previous year, which had included: 

• Completion of the street lights replacement programme 

• Installation of the new play equipment in the Play area 

• The Neighbourhood Plan 
T 

The Chair thanked the Parish Councillors for their hard work in their various areas of responsibility. The main 
contentious issues locally were: 

• Speeding and inconsiderate parking,  

• Potholes 

• Litter 

• Dog fouling (particularly in or near the children’s play area. 
 

6. District and County Councillors’ Reports: 
 

Councillor Adrian Joel gave a brief oral report referring to Breckland District Council’s vision for the area. 
County Councillor Stephen Askew had submitted a written report, which was received by the meeting.  
 

7. New Buckenham Neighbourhood Plan: 
 

Charles Oxley gave a presentation the Neighbourhood Plan. The Neighbourhood Plan project was progressing 
well, being run by six volunteers form the village. Some 80% of households had responded to the recent 
survey and work was progressing with the help of professional expertise funded by a series of grants. It was 



 

 

hoped to have a draft document available this September. An open day was planned for 28th April for residents 
to come and talk to the steering group about how the plan was progressing, and how their views were being 
incorporated in the emerging plan  
 

8. New Buckenham Community Grant Fund: 
 
Councillor Bingham gave a brief report on the Community Grants Fund  
Support had been given during the year to: 

• New Buckenham Silver Band  

• New Buckenham Junior Football club 

• Installation of a new Parish Council noticeboard. 
 

9. Community Car Scheme 
 
Violet Highton reported on the success of the community car scheme, which she had been managing since 
2011. 143 journeys had been provided in the last year taking vulnerable people to doctors and hospital 
appointments, and other places they would not be able to get to without their own transport. The service, 
funded by the Norfolk Community Foundation and the Parish Council was proving popular and well used. 
There were currently 12 volunteer drivers  

 
10. Open Session for Residents: 

 
There were no further public comments. 
 

11. Close:  
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.50pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


