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New Buckenham Parish Council 

11th September 2018 

Play Area Annual Safety Inspection 

Playdale Safety Inspection 2018 

1. Playdale have carried out the annual safety inspection of the council’s play equipment as 
requested. The Cheque in payment of their invoice was authorised in June, but as 
instructed, the payment was not sent until receipt of the completed report. A pdf version 
of the report has been emailed to Councillors, and is available on a button at the top of 
the website agenda. This report is 56 pages long and consists mostly of colour 
photographs. This will be a little expensive to print out, so it is not included in the full 
agenda pack. The pictorial nature of the report makes it easy to read on-screen. I will 
however bring a hard copy to the meeting. The purpose of my report is to convey the key 
issues for member consideration. 

2. The good news is that the risk assessment that is part of the safety inspection has rated 
all of the defects observed as either very low or low in terms of probability of severity of 
an accident happening. The only issue requiring urgent attention was the rotating beam, 
on which the restrictor assembly has failed and needs replacing. This means that the 
beam is currently unusable, although the beam has been removed to Cllr Crossman’s 
home for safe keeping, so it does not currently present a hazard.  

3. There were a number of issues identified which the inspector recommended be 
monitored. A number of nuts, bolts and screws needed tightening, but were done on site 
by the inspector.  

4. It would be possible from this report to produce a detailed list of repairs and adjustments 
that are required. Playdale have produced a quotation for the replacement of numerous 
parts. However this is not cross-referenced to the report itself, as it simply comprises a 
list of spare parts, with the delivery and installation cost for the whole lot. I have 
circulated the quotation to Councillors, but not included it in the public papers on the 
website due to commercial sensitivity issues. The Council may wish to get competitive 
quotes for the work, in which case it would not be wise to publish the detailed costs 
quoted at this stage. The charge quoted is a four figure sum, but there is sufficient in 
Earmarked reserves to cover this, should Councillors wish to proceed with the quotation. 

5. There appears to be no extreme urgency to any of the works in terms of risk 
management, except in terms of the need to replace the parts for the rotating beam to 
make it usable again. There is therefore and opportunity for two or three councillors to go 
through the report in detail and determine which items require the most urgent attention, 
whether any of the work could be carried out locally with help from people in the village, 
and whether it would be worthwhile seeking competitive quotations from other specialist 
companies for anything that requires professional attention. 

 Recommendations: 

a) That the Playdale Inspection Report be noted; and 
b) That Councillors consider how to proceed in terms of prioritising and procuring the 

remedial works recommended in the report 

 

 

Trevor Wenman 

Parish Clerk 



180911 Play Area Inspection clerks report 2 Page 2 of 2 

 


