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NEW BUCKENHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of New Buckenham Parish Council via Zoom held on Tuesday 
14th April 2020 7.30 -8.48pm 

Present: Cllrs Karen Hobley (Chair) Andrew Bingham (Vice-Chair), Don Crossman, 
Mary Dowson, Steve Highton, Mary Manning, Paul Martin 
 

Also in attendance: Two members of the public, Trevor Wenman (Clerk) 

 

1920/108 Apologies: Apologies were received from District and County 

Councillor Steve Askew. 

1920/109 Minutes: Resolved That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 

10th March 2020 be confirmed as a correct record 

1920/110 Matters Arising: All matters arising were covered in the agenda.  

1920/111 Declarations of Interest: There were none 

1920/112 Public participation: Resolved, that the meeting be suspended to 

enable public participation. 

The following issues were raised: 

a. Some wooden slats in the play area fencing were broken. Cllrs Crossman 

and Martin agreed to investigate. 

b. Tony Lister had been litter picking on the Common. He was commended 

by the Councillors for his public spirited actions, but it was disappointing 

that so much litter was collected.  

c. The letter to Mr Stimpson had been agreed by Councillors but had not yet 

been sent due to the disruption caused by the coronavirus restrictions. The 

Clerk undertook to despatch the letter after the meeting.  

d. AB raised concerns about the use of the Scheduled Monument (fields 

surrounding the castle) as horse paddocks. The Scheduled Monument is 

potentially being damaged by fence posts driven into the ground. The 

Clerk undertook to contact the conservation officer at Breckland Council.  

e. The Community Car scheme was not operating at present as a result of 

the Coronavirus restrictions.  

 

1920/113  Financial Matters:  

a. Financial Report. The Council receive a financial report from the Clerk up 

to 31st March 2020 

b. (b) Payments for April. Resolved: That the payments for April be 

approved/noted as follows: 
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c. Audit of the 2019/20 Accounts. It was noted that because of the 

Coronavirus emergency arrangements, the usual deadlines for audit of 

2019/20 Parish Council accounts had been extended by three months. 

The Clerk would nonetheless, prepare the accounts to the usual timetable, 

but there may be delays in getting the accounts inspected by the internal 

auditor.  

d. Update on online banking. Barclays had provided Cllr Bingham with a 

card and card reader to provide a level of access to the Council’s bank 

Payments List April 2020 for approval/noting 

Payments marked with a cheque number for approval at this meeting 

Payments marked DDR or STO are for information only

 Net  VAT

 Gross 

expenditur

e

14/04/2020

Broadland Tree Services 632.48 126.50 758.98

Grounds Maintenance March 2020

102102 632.48 126.50 758.98

EON 26.64 1.33 27.97

Street lights electricity March 2020

DDR 26.64 1.33 27.97

New Buckenham Village Hall 47.65 0.00 47.65

Meeting room hire Jan - March  (invoice 1426)

102100 35.00 0.00 35.00

 NHP posters (invoice1433)

102100 12.65 0.00 12.65

V Baker 60.00 0.00 60.00

Closed churchyard gardening March

102098 60.00 0.00 60.00

HMRC 220.60 0.00 220.60

Income Tax payments January - March 2020

102099 220.60 0.00 220.60

Ruth Murray 315.00 0.00 315.00

Interim payment - design work on Village map for notice board

102101 315.00 0.00 315.00

28/04/2020

Norfolk Pension fund 103.93 0.00 103.93

April  2020 pension contributions 

STO 103.93 0.00 103.93

T Wenman 310.79 0.00 310.79

Salary for April 2020 (net of tax and pension contribution)

STO 275.79 0.00 275.79

Clerk's Office Expenses contribution April  2020

STO 35.00 0.00 35.00

Grand Total 1,717.09 127.83 1,844.92
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accounts. The Clerk would liaise with the Chair and Vice Chair to secure 

authorisation of this month’s payments with a view to moving to online 

authorisation of payments as soon as possible.    

e. Availability of financial support to businesses in the village 

Councillors discussed an approach received from a parishioner in the early 

days of the current emergency, regarding assistance that the Parish 

Council might give to local businesses affected by the Coronavirus 

restrictions. The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council did not have the 

powers to provide funding to support businesses directly, this being a 

function of the County and District Councils. Various sources of help and 

support had now been made available by the government through various 

agencies, and this was signposted on the Parish Council’s website. 

1920/114 Planning 

3PL/2020/0294/HOU 

Single Storey Rear Extension. 

Maple Cottage, Marsh Lane 

Resolved: That this application be supported.  

 

1920/115 Play Area 

(a) Update on options for additional play equipment 

Cllr Martin had done some investigations regarding adult play equipment, but it 

was felt better to consider this further at the next meeting due to the current 

situation. Cllr Manning had measured the area and there was plenty of space 

available for the sensory play equipment suggested. It was however felt that it 

would be preferable to get some public involvement via social media in the 

decisions about new equipment with a view to “re-launching” the play area when 

the current restrictions were eased. 

(b) Closure of Play Area 

It was agreed to put information on social media and Parish News to reiterate that 

the play area would remain closed until social distancing guidelines were 

sufficiently eased. It was noted that efforts to physically close off the area with 

warning tape and notices had twice been thwarted by person or persons 

unknown. It was not considered expedient to repeat that exercise as use of the 

play area was presently very low.  

9. Neighbourhood Plan 

http://planning.breckland.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=3PL/2020/0294/HOU&from=planningSearch
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Cllr Manning reported that the Neighbourhood Plan timetable had been affected 

by the current restrictions on movement. The Steering Group would take some 

time to complete its review of responses received to the Regulation 14 pre-

submission consultation because of their inability to meet in person. Any further 

consultations were currently on hold, so it would be some time before the New 

Buckenham Plan could move onto the Regulation 16 consultation. Also, no 

referendums would be held before May 2021. 

10 Amenities  

(a) Grounds Maintenance. Phil Anderson was able to continue with the Grounds 

Maintenance Schedule whilst observing social distancing regulations.  

(b) Closed Churchyard. Mr and Mrs Baker were continuing their gardening work 

in the churchyard as they too were able to observe social distancing regulations 

whilst doing so.  

(c) Cemetery. There were provisions in the COVID-19 emergency regulations 

enabling the authorities to requiring burial authorities to make spare burial space 

available. These regulations were primarily aimed at larger burial authorities 

operating crematoria. 

(d) Allotments. There had been expressions of interest in allotments since the 

beginning of the “lock-down”. There were currently no vacant plots but a long-

standing tenant was not able to tend his plots due to ill health. There may be an 

opportunity to review the situation when the current rental period expires in 

October. 

11. Future meetings. 

It was noted that the latest regulations allowed for formal meetings to be held 

online. The Chair thanked Councillors and members of the public for participating 

in this, the first such meeting held by the Parish Council. The regulations also 

removed the requirement to hold an Annual Parish meeting this year, and to hold 

an Annual Parish Council meeting. The Annual Parish meeting was scheduled to 

take place directly following this meeting, but had, of course been cancelled.  

The main item of business at the Annual Parish Council Meeting (which was 

scheduled for 12th May) was the election of a Chair for the ensuing municipal 

year. The regulations extended the term of office of the current Chair until May 

2021, unless the Council decides otherwise. Given that it was possible to hold 

meetings online, the Chair, whilst happy to continue for a further year asked that 

the next meeting agenda include an item on the election of the Chair for 2020/21. 

Resolved: 
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That the Council continue to meet via Zoom at the scheduled date and time of the 

second Tuesday in the month at 7.30pm (except for August) until it again 

becomes safe and legal for a physical meeting to be held.  

 

Cllr Karen Hobley 

Chair 


