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New Buckenham Parish Council 

8 January 2019 

Budget Report 2019/20 

Introduction 

1. Appendix A to this report sets out the Budget proposals for 2019/20, including the 
proposed council tax precept of £18,142. This represents a 1 % decrease in the precept, 
and the Band D Council tax. This figure is somewhat different from that discussed at the 
December meeting, since which time I have done further work to investigate the use of 
reserves to avoid what at first seemed a steep increase. This budget keeps the Band D 
precept for the village under £100 a year.  

2. As last year I have divided the expenditure into four categories: Administration, 
Maintenance, Projects (items that are to be funded from reserves and/or grants received, 
and which therefore have no direct impact on the precept) and Grants. Details of the 
movement in reserves are included at the bottom of page to of Appendix A 

3. The following table contains notes to the budget documents, which provide explanations 
of figures that have changed significantly from year to year. Generally an inflation factor 
of 3.3% has been applied unless the budget appears more than adequate (and no 
change is required), or there is a need to increase the budget above inflation, where an 
explanation is provided. 

Notes to the Budget 

Note Explanation 

Administration 

1 Salaries. The budget shows a small decrease on this year. As Councillors 
will recall, there was some uncertainty as to the Clerk’s working hours, and a 
generous allowance was made which was not required. However, a 
combination of the second year of the local government pay deal and an 
increase in employer’s pension contributions means that most of the current 
year’s provision is required. 

2 Subscriptions. This budget covers a number of areas, including the 
Council’s own membership subscriptions for NALC, the Clerk’s subscription 
to the SLCC, and website domain subscriptions. The current budget is barely 
sufficient, and it therefore seems prudent to increase this by £50 to allow for 
inevitable increases.  

3. Election costs. This is a new item for 2019/20, which sees all out elections 
for parish councils on the same day as the District Council elections on 2nd 
May. The minimum cost is £75 in admin costs for an uncontested election. In 
the event of there being more candidates nominated than there are seats on 
the council, a vote will take place on the same day as the District Council 
election. Breckland Council estimate this would cost in the region of £590. 
That assumes that the election is the same day as the district council 
election, but if it is not the cost to the Town Council would be in the region of 
£1,082. Very few Parish Council elections are contested, and there is 
sufficient money in reserves to meet the aforementioned costs. It is, 
however, prudent to have a line for this in the budget. 

 Maintenance 

4. Play area. This budget is being increased in line with inflation. Councillors 
will, however, notice that this year’s budget has been severely overspent. 
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This relates in the main to the remedial works following the safety inspection 
of the play equipment, and also the cost of dealing with a dangerous tree in 
the autumn of last year. The cost of these items is being transferred from 
earmarked reserves. As can be seen elsewhere on Appendix A, separate 
arrangements are being made to replenish this reserve.  

5. Closed Churchyard. This budget has been overspent in the current year, 
partly because of higher than expected costs relating to the maintenance 
contract under the new wildlife management policy in the Churchyard. Also 
the ongoing cost of the gardening services which the Council has agreed to 
retain needs to be reflected in the budget.  The additional cost in this year 
has been met by a transfer from earmarked reserves.  

 Projects 

6. Neighbourhood Plan. As last year, most of the costs of the Neighbourhood 
Plan have been covered by the grant from Locality. The Council has a small 
earmarked reserve, to which it is suggested a further £250 be added so that 
the funds are available to support this project as it moves towards its final 
stages. 

 

Recommendations: 

a) That a Council Tax precept for 2019/20 of £18,142, representing a 1% decrease in the 
precept and a Band D council tax of £98.54 be approved. 

b) That the provisional allocation of underspend to reserves be approved, subject to final 
adjustments at the end of the financial year. 

 

 

Trevor Wenman 

Parish Clerk 

 


